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This case study describes the role an applied anthropologist takes to help Marshallese communities

understand the impact of radiation exposure on the environment and themselves, and addresses

problems stemming from the U.S. nuclear weapons testing program conducted in the Marshall

Islands from 1946-1958. The author demonstrates how the U.S. Government limits its

responsibilities for dealing with the problems it created in the Marshall Islands. Through archival, life

history, and ethnographic research, the author constructs a compelling history of the testing

program from a Marshallese perspective. For more than five decades, the Marshallese have

experienced the effects of the weapons testing program on their health and their environment. This

book amplifies the voice of the Marshallese who share their knowledge about illnesses, premature

deaths, and exile from their homelands. The author uses linguistic analysis to show how the

Marshallese developed a unique radiation language to discuss problems related to their radiation

exposure problems that never existed before the testing program. Drawing on her own experiences

working with the government of the Marshall Islands, the author emphasizes the role of an applied

anthropologist in influencing policy, and empowering community leaders to seek meaningful

remedies.
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Very important read that most people have no idea of the story of. I bought this for a class and it is a

lot of money for the size of the book, but I decided to keep it and have let friends borrow it so they



are also informed of the tragedy that happened in the Marshall Islands and the problems there that

are still not resolved. I suggest this read.

Oh boy. This book will certainly change your opinion on U.S. relations as well as Nuclear Power. At

the very least, it will certainly challenge it. I had to read this book for an Intro to Anthropology class

as an undergraduate, and found the ethnography well put together for the studious reader.

Got exactly what I expected: clean nice book, no pages missing, no tears ðŸ‘ŒðŸ‘Œ
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